Letter in Opposition to Lifeline Broadband Provider Designation Revocation

Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20554

In the Matter of
WC Docket Nos. 09-197

11-42
DA 17-213

Request for Reconsideration of
Free Press et al Concerning Lifeline
Broadband Providers

REPLY COMMENTS IN THE FORM OF A LETTER FROM SCHOOL DISTRICT LEADERS
REQUESTING REVERSAL OF THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
DECISION TO SUSPEND DESIGNATION OF LIFELINE BROADBAND PROVIDERS
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY THE ALLIANCE FOR EXCELLENT EDUCATION AND
CONSORTIUM FOR SCHOOL NETWORKING ON BEHALF OF THE SIGNATORIES



Letter in Opposition to Lifeline Broadband Provider Designation Revocation

March 17, 2017

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Lifeline program
Dear Chairman Pai, Commissioner Clyburn, and Commissioner O’Rielly:

Thanks to the Federal Communications Commission’s (the Commission’s) 2016 decision to modernize
the Lifeline program to include discounted monthly service for broadband service, many low-income
families across the nation can now receive affordable home internet access. We commend this action but
fear it has been undercut by the Wircline Bureau’s recent decision to revoke the national designation of
nine Lifeline Broadband Providers. We urge the Commission to reverse this decision and deliver on its
promise to expand home internet access.

It is vital in the modern world that all students have access to broadband when they are in and out of
school. The Commission took commendable action when it expanded and modernized the Schools and
Libraries Program of the Universal Service Fund (E-rate), improving access to the internet in schools
across the nation. The expansion of E-rate is demonstrating success in schools and libraries and is an
important step in improving education for all students when they are at school or working in a library. But
gaps still exist for students when they are not in school.

High-quality home internet access is as essential to learning today as traditional text books were thirty
years ago. Without high-speed broadband at home, students face challenges in completing assignments,
conducting research, and receiving additional assistance after school. Home internet access is a critical
element of educational infrastructure in the twenty-first century.

As leaders in education, we urge the Commission to expand home internet access and reverse its decision
to suspend the designation of each Lifeline Broadband Provider.

Sincerely,

Diane Elder Melanie Miller
Director of Schools Director of Schools
Pickett County Schools Athens City Schools

Byrdstown, TN

Bridget O’Connell
Superintendent

Palisades School District
Kintnersville, PA

Jeanne Barker
Director of Schools
Lenoir City Schools
Lenoir City, TN

Athens, TN

Bill Shields
Superintendent
CCSD93
Bloomingdale, IL

Frank Reeves

Superintendent

East Grand School District #2
Granby, CO
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Sandra Harper

Director of Schools

Trenton Special School District
Trenton, TN

Robert Fulton

Superintendent

North Park School District R-1
Walden, CO

Danny Weeks

Director of Schools

Dickson County School District
Dickson, TN

Strader Blankenship
Superintendent

Carroll County Public Schools
Hillsville, VA

Warner Ross
Director of Schools
Hardeman Co.
Bolivar, TN

Traci Filiss

Superintendent

Taos Academy Charter School
Taos, NM

Jeff Moorhouse

Director of Schools
Greeneville City Schools
Greeneville, TN

Stacy Brinkley

Interim Director of Schools
Cheatham County School District
Ashland City, TN

Tony Boles

Director of Schools
Macon County Schools
Lafayette, TN

Andre Spencer
Superintendent of Schools
Harrison School District Two
Colorado Springs, CO

Randy Harris

Superintendent

Huntington County Community Schools
Corporation

Huntington, IN

George Rierson

Superintendent

Unionville-Sebewaing Area School District
Sebewaing, MI

Randy Moczygemba
Superintendent

New Braunfels ISD
New Braunfels, TX

Lisa Hichens

Superintendent

Batavia Public School District 1011
Batavia, IL

Tommy Chang
Superintendent
Boston Public Schools
Boston MA

Randy Ziegenfuss

Superintendent

Salisbury Township School District
Allentown, PA

John Hutton
Superintendent

Gurnee School District 56
Gurnee, IL

Charles Berkley

Superintendent

Lunenburg County Public Schools
Kenbridge, VA

Bart Rocco

Superintendent

Elizabeth Forward School District
Elizabeth, PA

Chris Gdowski
Superintendent

Adams 12 Five Star Schools
Thornton, CO
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Jake Dingman
Superintendent
Oakesdale School District
Oakesdale, WA

Matthew Miller
Superintendent
Mentor Public Schools
Mentor, OH

Keith Nance

Superintendent

West Washington School Corporation
Campbellsburg, IN

Robert Runcie

Superintendent

Broward County Public Schools
Fort Lauderdale, FL

Nancy Maguire Heath

Director

Rhode Island School for the Deaf
Providence, RI

Melissa Moore

Superintendent

El Segundo Unified School District
El Segundo, CA

Karen Su

Superintendent

Indian Prairie District 204
Aurora, IL

Ann Linson

Superintendent

East Noble School Corporation
Kendallville, IN

Beth Niedermeyer
Superintendent
Noblesville Schools
Noblesville, IN

Constance Evelyn
Superintendent of Schools
Valley Stream Thirteen UFSD
Valley Stream, NY

Chris Sampson

Superintendent

Clinton Prairie School Corporation
Frankfort, IN

Tony Dunn
Superintendent
Belpre City Schools
Belpre, OH

Devin Vodicka
Superintendent

Vista Unified Schootl District
Vista, CA

Xavier Botana
Superintendent
Portland Public Schools
Portland, ME

Joe Stutting

Superintendent

North Scott Community School District
Elkridge, 1A

Pam Gildersleeve-Hernandez

Superintendent

San Antonio Union Elementary School District
Lockwood, CA

Nick Polyak

Superintendent

Leyden High School District 212
Franklin Park, IL

Brian Harris
Superintendent
Barrington 220
Barrington, IL

Marcus Morgan
Superintendent
Reardan-Edwall
Reardan, WA

Trudy Clark

Superintendent
Bruning-Davenport USD
Bruning and Davenport, NE
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Kevin Carl

Superintendent

Hancock Place School District
Saint Louis, MO

Joel Price
Superintendent
Stanley County 57-1
Fort Pierre, SD

Adam Koch
Superintendent
Otsego

Bowling Green, OH

Susan Enfield
Superintendent
Highline Public Schools
Burien, WA

Peter Bush
Superintendent

Coloma
Coloma, MI



